



































Species: Cave Swallows (Petrochelidon fulva)

Number: 3

Location: Northeast Water Pollution Control Plant, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County,
PA

Date: 25 November 2008

Time: 9:50- 11:00 AM

Weather: Variable skies from cloudy to light sun, some drizzle

Optics: Leica Ultravid 8x42, Swarovski ATS 80HD (20-60x)

Observer: Tom Johnson (tbj4@cornell.edu) - 24 Meadowood Dr., Hummelstown, PA
17036

On 11 November 2008, Frank Windfelder found 3 Cave Swallows at a waste
treatment plant in Philadelphia. I viewed the birds on 25 Nov 2008 while birding with
Carolyn Sedgwick. A large flock of swallows was at the pond consisting of ~130
Northern Rough-winged Swallows, 1 Tree Swallow, and 3 Cave Swallows. The Caves
stood out in flight with their pale buffy throats, pale collars, buff-orange rumps, and rusty
foreheads. The underparts were pale whitish with some faint darker streaking along the
flanks; undertail coverts were light buffy with dark markings near the tips of the longest
undertail coverts. The backs were blue-black with white scapular streaking.

The wings were brown and blue-black, with an obvious molt limit in the flight
feathers. The inner portion of the flight feathers were all replaced, appearing dark blue/
black, while the outer, unreplaced primaries were paler brown and somewhat worn. This
molt limit present on all three Cave Swallows indicates that all are hatching year (HY)
birds.

Photos of at least one of the Cave Swallows are attached in the report.
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Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Cave Swallow  Petrochelidon fulva

Date of Sighting: 11 November 2008 to 12 December 2008
County : PHILADELPHIA

Location : PHILADELPHIA

Observer(s): Frank Windfelder m.obs

Date of Submission: 2008
Submitted by: Jeffrey Davis, Al Guarente, Tom Johnson, Sandra Keller, Mike Logan, Tony McDonald, Matt Wlasiewski, Eric
Witmer

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No
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